
THE CHARISM OF PROPHECY 

From the early days, The Alton Day of Renewal has been blessed and guided by the charism or gift of 

prophecy. But what is prophecy? One simple definition is “a gift of speaking a message from God 

inspired by the Holy Spirit.” St Paul valued prophecy: “let love be your highest goal, but also desire 

the special abilities the spirit gives, especially the gift of prophecy (1 Cor 14:1). As Cardinal Ratzinger 

(later Pope Benedict XVI) explained in 2000: “In every age the Church has received the charism of 

prophecy, which must be scrutinized but not scorned.”  

True prophecy can never be in contradiction to the Scriptures or to the official teaching of the 

Church; but  - in common with all the charisms - it can build up the faithful. For example, by helping 

them to grasp the significance of particular aspects of Scripture or Church teaching in particular 

situations. 

“A prophetic word can change your life. Prophecy 
if delivered correctly should always edify, 
encourage and comfort.” Geoff and Gina Poulter. 

“I discovered that God actually speaks into our 
lives in a personal and powerful way”.  
Charles Whitehead. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church:  

“...even if Revelation is already complete, it has not been made fully explicit; it 
remains for Christian faith gradually to grasp its full significance over the course of 
the centuries” (No. 66).  

“Throughout the ages, there have been so-called ‘private' revelations, some of which 
have been recognized by the authority of the Church... It is not their role to complete 
Christ's definitive Revelation, but to help live more fully by it in a certain period of 
history” (No. 67). 

The following is an extract from Vatican Document “The Message of Fatima” by Joseph 
Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 26 June 2000. 

The oldest letter of Saint Paul which has been preserved, perhaps the oldest of the New 

Testament texts, the First Letter to the Thessalonians, seems to me to point the way [to a 

positive definition of private revelations]. The Apostle says: “Do not quench the Spirit, do 

not despise prophesying, but test everything, holding fast to what is good” (5:19-21). In 

every age the Church has received the charism of prophecy, which must be scrutinized but 

not scorned.  

On this point, it should be kept in mind that prophecy in the biblical sense does not mean to 

predict the future but to explain the will of God for the present, and therefore show the 

right path to take for the future. A person who foretells what is going to happen responds to 

the curiosity of the mind, which wants to draw back the veil on the future. The prophet 

“The Church needs fire in 

her heart, words on her lips, 

prophecy in her outlook.”  

Pope Paul VI 

 



speaks to the blindness of will and of reason, and declares the will of God as an indication 

and demand for the present time. In this case, prediction of the future is of secondary 

importance. What is essential is the actualization of the definitive Revelation, which 

concerns me at the deepest level.  

The prophetic word is a warning or a consolation, or both together. In this sense there is a 

link between the charism of prophecy and the category of “the signs of the times”, which 

Vatican II brought to light anew: “You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and 

sky; why then do you not know how to interpret the present time?” (Lk 12:56). In this saying 

of Jesus, the “signs of the times” must be understood as the path he was taking, indeed it 

must be understood as Jesus himself. To interpret the signs of the times in the light of faith 

means to recognize the presence of Christ in every age. In the private revelations approved 

by the Church—and therefore also in Fatima—this is the point: they help us to understand 

the signs of the times and to respond to them rightly in faith.    

Complete document available here:  

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_2

0000626_message-fatima_en.html 

 

Pope Francis emphasizes the need for prophets in the Church 

Vatican City, Dec 16, 2013 / 04:45 am (CNA).- In his daily homily preached in the Santa Marta chapel, 

Pope Francis emphasized the need for prophets in the Church in order to prevent a negative spirit of 

legalism from taking over. 

 

“May our prayer in these days, in these during which we prepare for the Birth of the Lord, be: ‘Lord, 

let there not be a lack of prophets among your people!’” he said on Dec. 16. “Lord, free your people 

from a spirit of clericalism and aid them with a spirit of prophecy,” Pope Francis prayed. 

 

In the gospel, those who met Christ with a spirit of 

prophecy welcomed him as the Messiah, but without it, 

“the void that is left is occupied by clericalism: and it is 

this clericalism that asks Jesus, ‘By what authority do 

you do these things? By what law?’” 

 

In such demands, “the memory of the promise and the 

hope of going forward are reduced only to this: neither 

the past, nor the hopeful future” but merely to the 

question of whether the present “is legal?” 

 

The Pharisees who question the authority of Christ “did not understand the prophecies. They had 

forgotten the promise! They did not know how to read the signs of the times, they had neither 

penetrating sight nor hearing of the Word of God: they only had authority!” he exclaimed. 

 

“Lord, let there not be a 

lack of prophets among 

your people!”  

Pope Francis 
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A prophet is one who “has in his heart the promise of God,” explained the Pontiff. “He lives it, he 

remembers it, (and) he repeats it.” 

 

“The Lord has always safeguarded his people with the prophets, in difficult moments, in moments in 

which the people were discouraged or destroyed, when the Temple was not there, when Jerusalem 

was under the power of the enemy, when the people wondered to themselves, ‘But Lord, you 

promised us this! Now what happens?’” 

 

In the heart of a prophet are three different times, “the promise of the past, contemplation of the 

present, and courage to show the way towards the future.” In carrying the promise of God 

throughout these moments, a prophet reminds the people of God to move beyond a spirit of 

legality. 

 

Pope Francis closed his homily with a prayer, “Lord, let us not forget your promise! Let us not grow 

tired of going forward! Let us not close ourselves in with legality!” 


